mhcc

mental health coordinating council

1 October 2025

Greater Sydney Parklands
PO Box 3064, Parramatta NSW 2124
E: callanparkpom@gsp.nsw.gov.au

Subject: Draft Callan Park Plan of Management 2025 to 2035 and draft Callan Park Access,
Movement and Parking Strategy

Mental Health Coordinating Council (MHCC) is the peak body predominately for community-
managed mental health organisations (CMOs) in NSW and is a Registered Training Organisation
(RTO). We mostly represent community-based, non-government organisations that support people
living with mental health challenges. MHCC’s 150 plus members assist people to live well in the
community by delivering mental health and psychosocial supports including social inclusion,
rehabilitation, and clinical services. Our purpose is to promote a strong and sustainable community-
managed mental health sector with the investment, resources, and workforce it needs to provide
effective psychosocial, health and wellbeing programs and services to the people of NSW.

MHCC provides leadership for its members and the sector promoting policy and legislative reform,
and systemic change. We design and develop resources to assist community-based organisations
build its workforce capacity to deliver quality services, informed by a human rights-based, trauma-
informed, recovery-oriented practice approach.

The RTO delivers accredited and non-accredited programs, that support organisations and
individuals to deliver high quality mental health and related psychosocial and rehabilitation services.
We also deliver training and professional development more broadly across human service sectors
including housing and homelessness, alcohol and other drugs and disability.

MHCC'’s interest in Callan Park and its history

Our organisation located on the ground floor of Building 125 Church Street, opposite the University
of Tasmania campus has been our home for 13 years. We have been tenants operating out of
Callan Park since not long after our establishment as the peak body in 1986. We were originally
tenants of Moodie Street Cottage for 15 years and thereafter relocated to the beautiful Rose
Cottage in 2004 before moving to this lovely historic three-story building.

The ‘Richmond Report’, officially the 1983 "Inquiry into Health Services for the Psychiatrically Il and
Developmentally Disabled," recommended deinstitutionalisation, the process of moving psychiatric
patients from large inpatient institutions to community-based services and support.

The report's implementation in New South Wales (NSW) initiated a major restructuring of mental
health provision, focusing on community participation and support networks as central to recovery
and independent living.
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Mental Health Coordinating Council’s historical connection to the movement away from psychiatric
care in inpatient settings to care in the community has been integral to our leadership role as the
voice for the community services in NSW, and the development of service delivery informed by best
practice in NSW.

The Callan Park site is a beautiful place to work and share the grounds and amenities with the
community, whether members of the public or other mental health and related human services
employees and clients. Its location mirrors our philosophy of practice that promotes mental health
services be appropriately located in the community, offering an environment conducive to good
mental health and wellbeing.

We are very much in support of the draft plan’s priorities but are keen to see the small number
current heritage listed buildings that house non-government organisations continue to be available
for those purposes rather than be re-assigned to completely new uses. We are also concerned that
the natural beauty of the gardens be retained and that it doesn’t become too sanitised and
regimentary as its beauty is in its freeform landscaping.

The draft plan states: “Built heritage and landscape settings: Restore heritage items and places and
adapt buildings for new uses through leases and licenses that respond appropriately to the
community and parkland setting.” MHCC recommends that the presence of NGOs in upgraded
buildings is totally in keeping with the heritage, community and parkland setting proposal.

MHCC sustainability in the future

With the assistance of NSW Health, MHCC has been able to remain a tenant at a peppercorn rent.
This is vital to our sustainability as the peak body for community-managed mental health
organisations. Our core grant, received from the NSW Ministry of Health does not provide adequate
funds to support commercial rates of tenancy.

The building we are located in is of heritage significance and requires significant renovation as
there is still asbestos and mould in the roof and various parts of the building, and lead paint is
present across the building. These are all urgent priorities from our perspective.

We are very keen to remain where we are and retain our historical connection to this site for
posterity. It is important that MHCC remain a part of Callan Park’s future plans, as we are an
important part of the community in the area.

MHCC thanks Minister Scully for the opportunity to attend public information sessions and provide
our views in a submission. We express our willingness to discuss these matters in person with the
Minister and would welcome an audience at his earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,

-

Z advr—

Dr Evelyne Tadros

Chief Executive Officer

Mental Health Coordinating Council

Adjunct Associate Professor, UNSW School of Clinical Medicine, Discipline of Psychiatry
E: evelyne@mbhcc.org.au
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c.c.: The Hon. Paul Scully MLC
Minister of Planning & Public Services
E: paul.scully@parliament.nsw.gov.au

cc.: The Hon Rose Jackson MLC

Minister for Water, Minister for Housing,

Minister for Homelessness, Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Youth
E: padriac.gartrell@minister.nsw.gov.au

3|Page


mailto:paul.scully@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:padriac.gartrell@minister.nsw.gov.au

